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Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Owa et al. (US 
Patent No. 6,348,971 B2). 

As to claim 1, Owa teaches a multiple-printer control apparatus (1 in fig. 2) for 
controlling a plurality of printers (2 in fig. 2), comprising: 

A print-processing capability detection unit (i.e., the basic information setting section 12 
in fig. 2) for detecting print processing capability of each of the printers (col. 3, lines 51-65, col. 
4, lines 55-59); 

An overall-workload detection unit (i.e., S44 in fig. 11) for detecting overall workload of 
printing performed using the plurality of printers (the table in fig. 9a, col. 10, lines 23-34); 

A printer control unit (i.e., the printer selection section 25 in fig. 7) for performing 
control, on the basis of print processing capabilities and the overall workload by a print- 
processing capability detection unit and an overall-workload detection unit, in such a manner that 
print data, which represents at least one of images and characters to be printed (col. 8, lines 31- 
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35; the image and characters data is obtained in the print document), is applied to each of the 
printers, and each printer of the printers prints at least one of images and characters the number 
of sheets whereof conforms to a number of prints (col. 8, lines 35-39; col. 4, lines 38-43 shows 
the number of pages are printed and displayed in the fig. 12b). 

As to claim 2, Owa teaches that the printer control unit controls the plurality of printers in 
such a manner that the print processing executed by the plurality of printers ends approximately 
simultaneously (note: since number of printers simultaneously shared to print a document in 
which each page is distributed to each printer, the print processing executed by the plurality of 
printers would ends approximately simultaneously). 

As to claim 3, Owa teaches that the print processing capability detection unit includes: a 
print processing capability storage unit for storing, in advance, data representing the print 
processing capability of each printer; and a unit for reading out data representing print processing 
capability data storage unit (in step of S44 in fig. 1 1, the printer state management table is looked 
up and prepared to step of S45). 

As to claim 4, Owa teaches that print-processing capability detection unit has a 
determination unit for determining whether data representing print processing capability of a 
connected printer has been stored in the print processing capability data storage unit (see steps of 
S 44 and S45); and 
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In response to a determination by the determination unit that data representing print 
processing capability of a connected printer has not been stored in the print processing capability 
data storage unit, predetermined print data is applied to the printer for which it has been 
determined that the data representing print processing capability has not been stored, and this 
printer is caused to print the predetermined print data, whereby the print processing capability of 
this printer is detected (col. 7, lines 27-39). 

As to claim 5, teaches the method for controlling a plurality of printers, comprising step 

of: 

detecting print processing capability of each of the printers (col. 3, lines 51-65, col. 4, 
lines 55-59); 

detecting overall workload of printing performed using the plurality of printers (the table 
in fig. 9a, col. 10, lines 23-34); 

performing control, on the basis of print processing capabilities and the overall workload 
by a print-processing capability detection unit and an overall-workload detection unit, in such a 
manner that print data, which represents at least one of images and characters to be printed (col. 
8, lines 31-35; the image and characters data is obtained in the print document), is applied to 
each of the printers, and each printer of the printers prints at least one of images and characters 
the number of sheets whereof conforms to a number of prints (col. 8, lines 35-39). 
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Examiner's Remarks 



Anderson et al. (US Patent No. 5,140,674) discloses the color printer is of the type which 
prints color graphics incrementally and the text printer is of the type which prints monochrome 
text continuously. In operation, printing information is segregated into color and text 
components, and the color printer is controlled to print only color components while the text 
printer is controlled to print only monochrome text components. 

Kishida (US Patent No. 5,995,722) discloses an information processing system 
comprising a host computer and at least two printers having different interfaces. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas Q. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4857 or 
E-mail address is Douglas.tran@uspto.gov. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 
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